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A Letter from Our Dean
During this difficult time the executive board
wants you to know that we are thinking about
you. This has been a tough time for everyone, but
it is especially difficult for church musicians during
Lent and Easter. Congratulations: you survived
this difficult time in your jobs. Now where do we
go from here?
We wanted to give you an update on both our
plans and the plans of AGO headquarters for the
near future.
• If your membership needs to be renewed AGO
is providing a grace period or up to three months.
Contact them for more information
• National has some useful resources for
members on their website (agohq.org)
• Jacksonville AGO annual membership banquet
traditionally held in May will instead be our Fall
kickoff program

As organists, we can survive this isolation.
Personally, I have taken the extra time at home to enjoy learning some new
music!
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If there is anything that we can do to help, please let us know.
Jan Pitts Smith
Jacksonville AGO Chapter Dean
Jps904@yahoo.com

AGO Convention 2020 Cancelled

The Steering Committee for the 2020 AGO National Convention, the
Committee for Conventions, and the National Council of the AGO have all
been in frequent conversation during the past several weeks regarding the
wisdom of holding out any hope of presenting the National Convention, as
planned for this coming July. Sadly, after all of these conversations, we
have determined that it is not feasible to hold the Convention this summer,
given the numerous threats to the public health and well-being resulting
from the complications of the COVID-19 crisis and the ensuing global
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pandemic. We feel there are simply too many unknowns for us to be able to
responsibly ensure the safety of our members. In light of all of these
concerns, National Council voted ofﬁcially yesterday, with great sadness, to
suspend the 2020 National Convention.
If you registered for the convention, you should have received an email
notifying you of the cancelation and giving instructions for requesting a
refund.
***

Members Recital at Riverside Park United Methodist Church 02/09/2020
Left to Right: Rev. Mary Holladay, Cathy Fortson, Rich Lewis, James Holyer
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AGO National Provides Resources Around
the COVID-19 Pandemic
As of this writing, Jacksonville Mayor Lenny Curry has
extended the state of emergency to May 12th. Our churches
are closed (and for some of us, our livelihoods) throughout
this time. Facebook is full of stories of church musicians
being furloughed, concert events (and the artists who play
for them) being cancelled, and music educators finding
creative ways to teach ensemble classes and private lessons
without being in the same room as the students they are
trying to teach.
Stressed out? You are not alone.
Churches have responded by live-streaming their services, in many cases
forcing Ministers, Musicians, and other staff members to learn new skills
quickly.
Artists have responded by posting concerts online and giving listeners the
ability to make financial contributions through Patreon and other online
payment methods.
Schools have purchased new equipment in order to finish classes, despite
having to cancel concerts and graduations.
One License almost immediately offered a gratis license for
podcasting/livestreaming to its current reprint subscribers.
Our national American Guild of Organists office is providing assistance
through a “Responding to COVID-19” educational module on through the
homepage. This resource has three sections: AGO Resources, Resources for
Artists and Teachers, and Helpful Articles and Blogs. Here you can find help
with employment issues, information about the virus, Zoom tutorials, and
suggestions on adapting to what many are calling the “new normal.”
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Find this resource by visiting www.agohq.org. Under “News,” click on
“Responding to COVID-19.”

In Memoriam
Hugh Tobias
Jacksonville AGO Chapter member
Hugh Tobias passed away on March
10, 2020. Hugh was an active
supporter who often showed up for our
events, both concert and social.
Known and loved by many, he sang in
the Jacksonville Symphony Chorus and
the River City Men’s Chorus. His love
for his family and music radiates from
his Facebook page.
Jan Pitts Smith describes Hugh as “A
true gentleman. Always kind and
considerate.” James Freeman said,
“No matter where I saw him he always
carried a smile, a kind word, and a
genuine warm welcome.” Many of our
members experienced Hugh in the
same way. We will miss him.
In Hugh’s memory, your Executive Committee voted to donate $100.00 to
the AGO’s New Organist Fund. This Fund was established in 1993 to support
guild programs dedicated to developing a new generation of organists. We
could not think of a better way to honor one who has been so supportive of
the guild’s mission.
Blessed be his memory.
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Thank You
Thank you for supporting our programs this past season. Our chapter has
gotten smaller in recent years, but it is always great to attend an event and
see so many of you engaged and enjoying guild-sponsored events.
As Subdean, Jean Spysksma coordinated a dynamic program season with
the support of the entire executive committee. There is much to be
considered when planning the program year: Are there new organs to be
explored? What do our members need that will help them strengthen their
skills? What talents lie within our membership? Where should we hold
concerts? Who will handle the reception? The list goes on.
If you have a program idea, Jean is the person to contact! She would be
happy to hear from you.

Left to Right: Brenda McNeiland, Mark Lemmenes, Bette Mattox, James Freeman, Rachel Cochran, Zeek
Smith, Jane Daugherty, Lee Gwozdz, Glendon Frank at Southside Baptist Church
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Members of the Jacksonville Chapter with recitalist (and former member) Zach Klobnack
at St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church.

When we’re under a “safer at home” order, this is how the executive committee meets.
Welcome to our new members, Duane Carter and Cathy Fortson! Thanks to Zeek Smith
for making the arrangements.
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Our annual post-Christmas party was again held at the home of Mary and David
Holladay. As you can see, there was still plenty of Christmas cheer to go around!

Save the Date: Jacksonville AGO Chapter’s
Annual Dinner Is Postponed
Our annual dinner is usually in May, but we have made the difficult decision
to reschedule it for Tuesday, September 15. Thankfully, Hendricks Avenue
Baptist Church will still be the venue!
Other details, including how to make reservations, will be released as the
time approaches. It’s a business meeting, but it’s also a social event!
(Hopefully, social distancing will be a thing of the past.)
May/June 2020

9

Are You Livestreaming?
With our churches closed, clergy and musicians have sought out new ways
to minister. If your church is one of them, we invite you to publicize on our
webpage, managed by Zeek Smith.
Visit www.jaxago.org and submit the relevant information through our
calendar of events tab.

Pastor Daniel Locke of St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church records a sermon to be
premiered on the church’s YouTube channel later.
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Ask An Organ Teacher: Live
This event has come to our attention and so we present it to you for your
information.
An organ music workshop just for you, via Facebook live!
Technique? Fingering? Harmonization? Hymn-playing? What questions have
you been holding on to?
Ask former NYC AGO Dean David Enlow, a seasoned organ teacher and
workshop presenter for national and chapter events, and enjoy the
comments!
Facebook event page:
https://www.facebook.com/events/304113707219393/
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